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Etac Prio

Time to shape up!
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Etac Prio - shape and support

It’s a matter of individual ability. Our aim is to make the most of the users ability, using 
shaping and supportive features. Proper positioning improves the activity and mobility 
level. This is what we call Ability Based SeatingTM.

Ability Based SeatingTM

With age our physical abilities will decline. And abilities 
that are not used will decline quicker. It is important to 
take advantage of all activation possibilities.

Prio is the only multi-functional wheelchair that offers a 
dynamic pelvic support. The support is deactivated while 
resting and reactivated in the active position. 

The dynamic pelvic support is only one example of 
Prio´s innovative functions that actually improve sitting 
tolerance over time. 

We call this Ability Based SeatingTM. 
With Prio you can shape up the position!

Warning of side effects

How many wheelchair users are immobile and dependent 
on assistance due to insufficient positioning support? 
What are the risks with using all their energy to keep the 
trunk and head upright? Poor posture effects breathing, 
chewing, swallowing and may also result in digestion and 
bladder control issues. Insufficient or incorrect sitting 
support must be avoided. 
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Dynamic Pelvic Support

Prio´s dynamic pelvic support adapts to both activity 
and rest. The upright position requires an active support. 
When changing to a reclined position the tension 
automatically releases to allow the pelvis a few degree 
posterior tilt which evens outs the lumbar spine. The 
dynamic pelvic support is height adjustable.

Pressure sensitive areas

The lower outer chest, shoulder blades and kidneys are 
the areas that are particularly sensitive to concentrated 
pressure. Prio´s back upholstery is equipped with 
“shields” providing additional protection against pressure 
in these sensitive areas.

Tension adjustable back straps make the back support mouldable. The back cushion follows the shape created. This 
combination allows for a shape to be created with the user in the wheelchair. Further support is created using 
back wedges.

Shape

Pelvic tilt Broad shoulders Asymmetry Wide hips Kyphosis
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Shape Up!

All you need to know is the user´s hip width. All other features can be adjusted, added, 
changed or replaced! The shape is created with the user in the chair. The tension 
adjustable back straps and back wedges are two simple techniques used to create the 
correct shape.
Active use of the seat tilt and recline function are important. 

Keys to change the settings

Two Allen keys are easily accessible and 
discreetly placed at the rear of the back support.

Controls for seat tilt and 
back recline function

Height adjustable back

Height and tension adjustable 
dynamic pelvic support

Adjustment of comfort tilt 

Height-adjustable 
and foldable anti–tippers

Height and depth-adjustable 
head support, detachable and 

with memory function

Prepared for 
lateral supports

Elevating leg supports

Depth-adjustable seat

Height and depth-
adjustable calf supports

Adjustable brakes

Angle adjustable foot 
supports, equipped  

with depth adjustable  
heel straps

Height and depth- 
adjustable arm supports

Tension adjustable back straps
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Healthy relaxing

An even pressure distribution is important to prevent pressure ulcers. Using the seat tilt only, a 45º angle would be 
required to achieve sufficient unloading of the buttocks. By combining seat tilt and recline function, the corresponding 
pressure redistribution is maintained. Moreover, resting becomes more comfortable and the user is guaranteed to 
experience comfort and safety.

Find the right position

The following functions allow you to preconfigure rest or active settings. The user is guaranteed comfort and safety. 

Features

The pelvic support is dynamic

The pelvic strap is height adjustable for 
precise setting. Reclining the back will 
automatically reduce the strap tension and 
retighten when the back is brought to an 
upright position. The ideal combination for 
activity and resting.

Sculpture the shape

Start by setting the height. The back support 
is contoured by adjusting the straps. The 
protecting shields distribute the pressure 
and the soft back cushion will be perfectly 
sculptured.

The head support is soft

The Soft head support really deserves its 
name. Shaped in soft foam it allows the 
user´s head to sink in. Height and depth 
adjustable and equipped with a memory 
function to ensure correct adjustment.

Activity is as important as rest

Narrow wheel assembly (total width),  
low product weight and premium balancing 
options are features making Prio users  
more active and mobile.

Back shields

The shields distribute the 
pressure from the back straps. This allows 
a thin and flexible back cushion, that molds 
exactly to the strap adjustment.

Head support

The soft cushion is shaped for the neck and 
head. The memory function ensures that it 
returns to the same height position. 

Comfort lock

Ensures finding a preset tilt position. There 
are four alternative settings (0°, 4°, 8° or 
12°). Choose one position that is frequently 
used for activity or rest.

Lever locking device

Prevents activation of the recline or tilt. To 
adjust the position, pull the locking device 
upwards, and then push it back down to lock.

Gas piston clips

Every clip added reduces 
the range of tilt and/or recline.
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Etac Prio 3D

We are proud to present our new 3D back support system. A patent-pending innovation 
that is mouldable in all directions, ideal for asymmetry and kyphosis.

Kyphosis affects the whole body

Aging affects the curvature of the spine. If the spinal 
curvature exceeds 50 degrees, it is diagnosed as 
kyphosis. We have created a back support providing 
space and support in all directions for users with 
kyphosis and other asymmetries.

Managing to be active

Sitting in a slouched position affects the ability to be 
active. The head drops and moves in front of the chest, 
which also displaces the centre of gravity. The curved 
shape of the upper trunk limits the mobility of the 
shoulder blades, which in turn affects mobility in the 
arms. A kyphosis accelerates the problem. A lot of energy 
goes into trying to hold the head up, the sitting position  
becomes unstable and the degree of activity is limited. 
The goal is to improve the head position and create a 
supportive and relaxed position to enable activity.  
Time to shape up! 

Features

3-part back cushion

The side panels provide lateral support and 
creates a horizontal contoured shape. The 
centre panel follows the vertical shape of the 
kyphosis.

Back support height

A kyphotic back often requires a lower back 
height. The Prio 3D back support can be 
adjusted from 45 to 60 cm.

Traditional head support

The head can be positioned in front of the 
trunk. This puts demands on the depth 
adjustment of the head support.

Dynamic pelvic support

The pelvis must be supported on a kyphotic 
user to prevent further posterior tilt. The 
dynamic pelvic support provides the perfect 
support and variation.
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Accessories

Head support, Soft

Height and depth adjustable, with memory 
function. Width 37 cm (14½").

Head support, Traditional

Also height and angle adjustable,  
detachable. Recommended for kyphosis.  
Cover: Plush or grey hygiene fabric.

Back cushion

Soft and flexible back cushion, attached with 
zippers. Cover: Plush, green or grey hygiene 
fabric.

Prio 3D back support system

Unique back system providing support and 
space for a kyphotic back or asymmetries.

Push handles

Height-adjustable and detachable, grips with 
anti-slide handle covers.

Bow handle

Height adjustable, detachable.
Can be combined with attendant brake. 

Bow handle, adjustable angle

Height and angle adjustable. Detachable
Can be combined with attendant brake. Fits 
Prio 40 cm, 45 cm and 50 cm seat width.

Arm support

Height and depth-adjustable, 
detachable.

Hemi–arm support

With easy accessible 
angle settings at the front.

Gas piston clips

Reduce the angle options. The more clips 
added the less the chair can recline.  
No tools are required.

The contour is created on the underside.  
This keeps the top of the cover stretched  
and reduces the risk of uncomfortable  
folds in the fabric.

Seat cushion, Basic

The Basic cushion is slightly 
lower at the rear. Cover: Plush, green or grey 
hygiene fabric.

Seat cushion, Comfort

The comfort cushion is slightly lower at the rear. To further improve the 
stability, it has a removable viscoelastic foam instert and contouring for 
the thighs. Cover: Plush, green or grey hygiene fabric.
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Comfort Lock

This function ensures the same preset tilt 
position. There are four alternative settings 
(0°, 4°, 8° or 12°). Choose one position that 
is frequently used, for activity or rest.

Lever locking device

Prevents activation of the recline or tilt. To 
adjust the position, pull the locking device 
upwards, and then push it back down to lock.

Attendant brake

With anti-slide handle cover. 10 cm (4") 
between the handle grip and brake lever.

Brake with angled handle

For 20", 22" and 24" rear wheels. Provides 
a larger gripping surface. Available in black 
or red.

Brake with extension handle

The brake lever can be angled 
forward to facilitate sideway 
transfers.

Create a shape 

In addition to the adjustable back support,  
back wedges, side pads and widening kit are 
additional options for shaping and adapting 
the size of Prio. The wedges that can be 
combined and cut to size are available in 
three sizes. 

Side pads

Reduces the seat width with 
2 cm (3/4"). To be attached 
on the side guards. 

Arm support attachment 

with widening kit 

Increases the width between the arm 
supports with 2.5 cm (1") three sizes. 

Wedges, Mod. 1 (small)

Length: 13 cm (5")
Width: 9.5 cm (4")
Height: 2 cm (3/4")
Sold in pair.

Wedges, Mod. 2 (medium)

Length: 19 cm  (7½")
Width: 12 cm (5")
Height: 2 cm (3/4")
Sold in pair.

Wedges, Mod. 3 (large)

Length: 20 cm (8")
Width: 17 cm (6½")
Height: 2.5 cm (1")
Sold in pair.

Lateral support, swing-away

Adjustable in height, depth and width. The 
arm support can be removed when the lateral 
is swung out. Ideal for side transfer.  
Cushion: Polyurethane.

Lateral support, adjustable

Adjustable in height, depth and width. Easily 
removed and installed without tools. Cushion: 
Polyurethane.

Leg support, fixed angle
Swing–away and detachable.
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Leg support, elevating

Swing–away and detachable. With foldable 
calf supports, adjustable in height and depth. 
Cover: Hygiene fabric.

Leg support, Cross

Swing–away and detachable.

Foot support, standard

Foldable, height and angle adjustable. 
Equipped with heel strap, adjustable in depth. 
Length: 15 cm (6").

Foot support, Cross

Height and angle adjustable. Equipped  
with heel strap, adjustable in depth. 
Length: 13 cm (5").

Calf strap

Length-adjustable and detachable.

Calf strap padding

Detachable. Available in lengths of 20, 30 
and 40 cm.

Extended foot support

Fit the Cross foot support. 
Length: 21 cm (8 3/4”).

Platform, foot support

The platform provides a floor sensation 
and stimulates movement. Foldable and 
detachable.

Foot support, platform Cross

Side folding, elevating. Assembly on fixed, 
elevating and angle adjustable leg support. 

IV–stand

For two bottles.

Basket for oxygene tank

Can also be used as a carrier basket.

Tray

Transparent, mounted on the arm support.

Castor wheels

6" or 8".

Rear wheels

20", 22" or 24". Solid tyres. Quick release 
hub, aluminum handrim. 16" transport 
wheels.
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Leg abduction

Detachable and depth-adjustable.

Positioning belt

Alternative fixing points on the frame.

Chest strap attachment

To be combined with traditional head support. 

Spoke guards

Available in grey or yellow print.

Dark grey, plush textile Lagoon green, hygiene textile Dark grey, hygiene textile

Upholstery and cushion covers

 Back support, angulation
0º - 30º

Seat tilt
+3 - 20º

Seat height
38 - 52.5 cm 
Measured without seat cushion

Max user weight
135 kg (21.5 lbs)

Total width
Seat width + 19 cm (7½")

Transport width
Seat width +16 cm (61/3")

Transport weight
22.9 - 23.8 kg

Rear wheel, balanced mode
20", 22" and 24" (three alternative balance positions per 

seat height.

Product weight
33.5-34.4 kg (73.8-75.8 lbs)

Accessories, cont.
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A:  The hip measurement is the basis for ordering a wheelchair. Anthropometric measurements are not applicable.  
 The seat width can be further adjusted by using side pads or width extensions.
B:   The shape and final seat depth are created with the back support adjustment, with the user in the chair.
C, F, G:  In order to compare product measurements with the user reference, please note that the wheelchair measurements have been measured without seat cushion.  
 A cushion will lift the user 2–6 cm (1-2"). 
G:  The measurement refers to the head support Soft. The head support Traditional, has more adjustability.

Anthropometric dimensions 

Two people of exactly the same height may have different leg lengths, while the distance between buttocks and PSIS 
(i.e. the position of the pelvic support) differs only a little. By using anthropometric measurements, we cover and 
exceed normal body measurement variations. Anthropometrical measurement are collected data indicating normal 
human body variations between two points of firm tissue. Here we show measurements for normal, aged and slumped 
seating.

Prio user Normal sitting Aged sitting Slumped sitting Prio product measurements

A Width between the hips n/a n/a n/a
40, 45, 50 and 55 cm  
(15.7, 7.7, 19.6 and 21.6")

Seat width A

SRP – Back of calf  
(knee flexion 90°)

44–54 cm (17.3–21.2") 43–53 cm (16.9–20.8") 43–54 cm (16.9–21.2") n/a

B
SRP - Back of calf  
(excl. 2-5 cm clearance)

39–49 cm 38–48 cm 38–49 cm 39–51 cm (15.3–20") Seat depth B

C SRP − Shoulders
52–66 cm (20.4–
25.9")

49–63 cm (19.2–24.8")
47–60.5 cm 
(18.5–23.8")

55–70 cm* (std) (21.6–27.5") 
45–60 cm* (3D back) (17.7–23.6")

Height of head support C

D SRP – Upper/sacrum 15–22 cm (5.9–8.6") 14–21 cm (5.5–8.3") 12–19 cm (4.7–7.4") Infinitely adjustable
Pelvic support,  
height adjustment

D

E Shoulder width
34–42 cm (13.4–
16.5")

34–42 cm (13.4–16.5") 34–42 cm (13.4–16.5")
Not applicable (wheelchairs are  
selected by hip measurement)

Back width E

F SRP – Back of head
65–78 cm 
(25.6–30.7")

62–75 cm (24.4–29.5") 60–73 cm (23.6–28.7") 61–91 cm (24–35,4") Hard seat–HFP F

G
Average Shoulder  
- Back of head distance

11–15 cm (4.3–5.9") 11–15 cm (4.3–5.9") 11–15 cm (4.3–5.9") 6–21 cm (2.4–8.3")
Top of back support–
HFP

G

H Sole - Hollow of the knee
40–52 cm (15.7–
20.5")

38–50 cm (15–19.7") 38–50 cm (15–19.7")
38.5–55 cm (standard)
31–47.5 cm (shorter version)

Foot support hard seat 
base

H

Anthropometric measurements

Calculated measurement

Based on the seat reference point (SRP) 

Based on a hard seat (no cushion)

Head support’s front point (HFP) 




